Amendment dated July 25, 2005 

Response to Office Action of March 31, 2005 


Attorney Docket No. 2207/1 1986 
Application No. 09/944,222 


REMARKS 

Claims 1-8, 10, 18, and 26-35 are all the claims pending in the appHcation. Claim 1 is the 
sole independent claim. Claims 10-25 were withdrawn from consideration pursuant to a 
restriction requirement. This Amendment amends claims 1, 7, 8, 10, and 18, adds claims 26-35, 
cancels claims 9, 11-17, and 19-25, and addresses each point of rejection raised by the Examiner. 
Favorable reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

With regard to the Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment dated July 12, 2005, the 

Legal Instruments Examiner rejects claims 10 and 18, stating the "status identifier is not proper." 
Both claims 10 and 18 use a "Withdrawn— Amended" status identifier. Herein, Applicants have 
amended both claims to read "Withdrawn— Currently Amended," as explicitly provided for in 37 
C.F.R. § 1.121(c)(2) (Rev. April 2005). Applicants note that the Official Gazette Notice dated 5 
July 2005 fi-om Deputy Commissioner RoUa states: 

The Office wants to reduce the burden on both the applicants and the Office and 
avoid delays in processing that result from holding an amendment non-compliant . 
when the only non-compliance is the use of certain status identifiers that are not 
provided in 37 CFR 1.1 21(c) and which are determined to be clear and accurate 
by the Office.... [T]he Office may also accept other variations of the status 
identifiers provided in 37 CFR LI 21(c) when the examiner determines that the 
status identifier used by applicant clearly and accurately designates the status of 
the claim. 

<http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/com/sol/og/2005/week27/patamnd.htm>. Applicants 
respectfully submit that the status of these claims was unambigious, and that the Notice of Non- 
Compliant Amendment was inconsistent with the spirit of this new policy. 

Applicants thank the Examiner for acknowledging the Information Disclosure Statement 
, filed December 4, 2001. 

As a preliminary matter, amendments are made to the specification to correct errors. No 
new matter is added. 

Additionally, Applicants have rewritten withdrawn independent claims 10 and 18 to 
depend firom claim 1, making claim 1 a generic claim. Reinstatement of claims 10 and 18 is 
requested upon allowance of independent claim 1. 
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Claims 1-5 and 7-9 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,429,685 to Stockstad ("Stockstad"). Claims 1-3, 7, and 8 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,560,290 to Ahn et al ("Ahn"). Claim 
6 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ahn in view of the IEEE 
article entitled "Large-Signal Active Resistor Output Driver" by Griffin et al ("Griffin"). 

To better distinguish the present invention. Applicants have rewritten claim 1 to 
incorporate the subject matter of claim 9, and to recite additional structure, hi view of the 
amendments to the claims, reconsideration of the rejections is requested. 

Applicants add new claims 26-35. No new matter is added. Consideration on the merit is 
requested. 

Applicants authorize the Commissioner to charge any fees determined to be due with the 
exception of the issue fee and to credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 1 1-0600. 

The Exarniner is invited to contact the undersigned at (202) 220-4209 to discuss any 
matter concerning this application. 


Kenyon & Kenyon 
1500 K Street, N.W. 
Suite 700 

Washington, D.C. 20005 
Tel: (202)220-4200 
Fax: (202) 220-4201 


574659_1.DOC 


Respectfiilly submitted. 


KENYON & KENYON 


Dated: July 25, 2005 



fiavid A. Klein 
Reg. No. 46,835 
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